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110 Reviews and Notices 

Only a very captious critic would object to the inclusion of so many of the 
author's personal experiences as beneath the dignity of scholarship. On 
the contrary the reviewer thinks that for the literary reader these are the 
passages of greatest interest. For Miss King vitalizes The Way of Saint 
James. The student of B6dier will find it no longer a mere itinerary, a 
catalogue of Mapes. Her descriptions of the scenery along the way, helped 
out by well-chosen illustrations, bring the reader into close touch with the 
old pilgrim life. 

Geohge T. Northup 
University of Chicago 



Gustavo Adolf Bicquers Leben und Schaffen unter besonderer Betonung 
des chronologischen Elementes. Inaugural-Dissertation zur 
Erlangung der Doktor-wurde der hohen philosophischen Fakultat 
der Universitat Leipzig, vorgelegt von Franz Schneideb. 
Leipzig, 1914. 

This dissertation, for reasons connected with the war and reconstruction, 
has only recently been put into circulation. It is the most important piece 
of research in the modern Hispanic field that has appeared within the year 
The author, now an instructor in German at the University of California, 
has shown once more how much may be done in connection with Spanish 
authors of the nineteenth century by those students able to work in the 
Madrid libraries. Even the greatest authors of the period are still uncriti- 
cally edited, and the Biblioteca Nacional contains much unexploited material 
which the earlier critics have in their indolence neglected. 

Mr. Schneider had the good fortune to discover an autograph MS of 
B^cquer's entitled "Libro de los gorriones," which contains the full text of the 
"Rimas." He establishes the fact that the first editor of the "Rimas," 
Ferrdn, drew from this MS and did not collect the poems from newspapers, 
as had been supposed. Furthermore, like most editors of the time, he was 
unscrupulous in the handling of his text. Arbitrary "improvements" were 
introduced into at least half the poems. Three were omitted, and these 
Mr. Schneider now prints for the first time. In an Appendix he lists the 
more important variants. The "Libro de los gorriones" alone possesses 
textual authority. B^cquer made this copy with the utmost care and it 
should be published in its entirety. It is to be hoped that Mr. Schneider 
will complete his labors by giving us a critical text of B^cquer. 

The dissertation contains the fullest biography of Becquer yet written. 
The author has controlled all the printed and manuscript material, and 
has besides interviewed the few surviving acquaintances of the poet. Many 
details are added to what Blanco Garcia, Valera, Nombela, Olmsted, and 
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others have contributed. The Heine influence has been studied. In the 
Appendix those " Rimas " which are of Heinesque inspiration are conveniently 
printed under the Heine titles. Comparison is thus facilitated. 

George T. Northup 
University op Chicago 



La Estrella de Sevilla. Edition critique publi^e par R. Foulch£- 

Delbosc, Revue Hispanique, XL VIII. 

M. R. Foulch^-Delbosc has given us a model critical text of this dramatic 
masterpiece. All editions previously pubUshed had been based upon a 
single suelta, as unreliable as these careless prints almost invariably were. 
The editor possesses another version, an " arrachement" torn from a volume 
of the "Flor de las Comedias" collection. The volume in question, in 
mutilated form and lacking "La estrella de Sevilla," exists in the Munich 
State Library. Foulch^-Delbosc dates the printing between 1625 and 1634. 
Both suelta and arrachement derive from a lost printed princeps which the 
present text attempts to reconstruct. The arrachement suppUes many 
missing lines and corrects erroneous readings. 

The most important result is the establishment of the fact that Lope 
cannot have written the piece. Though the sitelta credits the play to Lope, 
the more reliable arrachement names as author a certain Cardenio. It is 
impossible to identify Cardenio. Certainly Lope never employed this 
pseudonym. The evidence of the rhymes shows that the work was written 
by an Andalusian. Though the dramatic technique of "La estrella de 
Sevilla" is of a high order, the versification is weak, as Men^ndez y Pelayo 
has previously indicated. Foulch^-Delbosc's researches confirm this judg- 
ment strikingly. 
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George T. Northup 



La Oracidn y sus partes. For Rodolfo Lenz. Madrid : Centro de 

estudios historicos, 1920. Pp. viii-|-338. 

This important work deserves a detailed review; space is available for a 
brief notice only. Lenz is one of those few scholars equally famous as an 
exponent of the "direct method" and as a scientific grammarian. His belief 
is that the beginner should be offered a minimum of formal grammar, but the 
advanced worker should study it with scientific method and thoroughness. 
The present work, as the title shows, is a treatise on Spanish syntax. He 
approaches the subject primarily from the viewpoint of psychology, basing 
his conclusions on the results published by Wundt in his " Volkerpsychologie " 
and other writings, Delbruck's " Vergleichende Syntax der indogermanischen 



